78         THE CONTENT OF EDUCATION
and it is therefore essential that his education should be
broad enough to fit him to undertake them. By reason
of their very numbers the science specialists offer a
particular and increasing problem. Most of those witfi
experience will agree that before the age of fifteen or six-
teen, the age of the present school certificate, the
education of scientists should not differ markedly from
that of those who propose to specialize in other subjects.
The prescription by the universities of a school certificate
with a certain spread of subjects as a condition of
university entrance expresses a widespread, and in my
view perfectly justifiable, opinion that up to that age a
certain core of knowledge should be acquired and a
certain range of interests explored by everyone of the
requisite intelligence. But while most people would agree
that the study of a foreign language for four or five years
is necessary, it is doubtful whether Oxford and Cambridge
are right in insisting upon two such languages, of which
one must be Latin. Something has been said previously on
this question; it is .enough here to reiterate that most of
the arguments in favour of Latin as a compulsory element
in general education are plainly fallacious or frivolous,
while its retention, so far from strengthening the position
of the classics, actually weakens it.1
But the main difficulties concerning the general educa-
tion of the scientist occur at the skth-fbrm stage. Here,
during the last two or three years at school, some specialism
must take place. Even if the legitimate requirements of
university faculties were drastically modified, there would
1 The problem of devising reasonable university entrance-requirements
has been completely changed, of course, by the imposition of an age-limit,
below which the new General Certificate of Education cannot be taken.